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1770 –  Boston Massacre 
 

On the cold, snowy night of March 5, 1770, a mob of angry colonists 
gathers at the Customs House in Boston and begins tossing snowballs 
and rocks at the lone British soldier guarding the building. 

 
 

1815 – Innovator of Hypnotism dies 
 

Franz Anton Mesmer, a German physician who pioneered the medical field of 
hypnotic therapy, dies in obscurity in Meersburg, Swabia (now Germany). 

 
 

1864 – Breckinridge Assumes Command 
 

On this day in 1864, General John C. Breckinridge takes control of 
Confederate forces in the Appalachian Mountains of western Virginia. 
The native Kentuckian was a former U.S. senator, U.S. vice president 
and runner-up to Abraham Lincoln in the 1860 presidential election. 

 
 

1946 – Churchill Delivers Iron Curtain Speech 
 
In one of the most famous orations of the Cold War period, former British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill condemns the Soviet Union’s policies in Europe and 
declares, “From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron curtain 
has descended across the continent.”  

 
 

1963 –  Hula Hoop Patented 
 
On this day in 1963, the Hula-Hoop, a hip-swiveling toy that became a 
huge fad across America when it was first marketed by Wham-O in 
1958, is patented by the company’s co-founder, Arthur “Spud” Melin. An 
estimated 25 million Hula-Hoops were sold in its first four months of 
production alone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


